Respiratory changes after fractures and surgical skeletal injury.
A study of respiratory function was conducted in a group of patients with fractures and in a group of those on whom total hip arthroplasty had been carried out. This study has particular relevance to 'fat embolism syndrome', the common occurrence of subclinical hypoxaemia after fractures and the symptom-free period of a day or two preceding the onset of the clinical effects of fat embolism. As far as is known, this important early period has not hitherto been studied with modern respiratory physiological methods.